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Welcome… 
To the December 2022/January 2023 edition of Round About. 

December is a time for family and friends.  We will all be busy, and Round About 

will take a break.  There will be no January newsletter, so hopefully all the 

information has made it into this issue.  Please, if any events do not make it in, let 

me know so I can chase the contributors next time around. 

There’s quite a lot of important business going on, so there is less room for the fun 

things, but we do need you to think about all the new initiatives and how you 

might be able to help. The Parish Council, the Village Hall, the Churches and all 

the various societies and community groups within the village should be 

represented in these pages, but we can only put the information in if we get it.  

There’s a new Community Fund to help anyone wanting to put on events for the 

benefit of the community. 

My own plans are a bit unsettled and will affect Round About:  I plan to move to 

Wales in the New Year, and we must start making plans for the magazine.  Please 

take a moment to read our plea for your help and let us know if you’d like to be 

part of the team.  Also looking for help is the Village School, who are seeking 

School Governors, and the Greener Langford Budville group, who along with the 

Parish Council have facilitated a new Jubilee Wood.  We will need your help with 

the planting of trees, and would love the children to be involved—something they 

can look back on with pride!  This is especially important in the light of the loss of 

so many of our Ash Trees. 

We have lots still going on in the villages:  Budvue has scheduled a matinee, Café 

Plus is offering home-made Christmas goodies, St Peter’s will have a Christmas 

Soup Lunch, and there’ll be Christmas Friendship Circle and Langford Ladies 

meetings. The Greener Gardening Group and the Conservation Volunteers will be 

meeting as usual.  You will find the basic information inside in the What’s On table, 

with more detail scattered through the magazine.  The index will point you in the 

right direction. All these groups welcome new members: contact information will 

be inside. We couldn’t produce a magazine of this quality without our advertisers, 

and we have a few new, local advertisers who would welcome your support. 

And so to Christmas:  the month will start with the Lighting of the Tree at St Peter’s, 

and there’ll be a Christingle Service at Runnington - great for the children - and 

Christmas Holy Communion at St Peter’s.  With energy costs at record highs, 

instead of Christmas lights why not decorate a window for Christmas and make 

Langford Budville a Window Wonderland. Even if you don’t have a suitable 

window, do take a stroll around the village and guess the Christmas songs, and 

drop a vote for your favourite off at Sunnyview! There’ll be a prize for the best. 

A very happy Christmas and a jolly New Year to all our readers, our contributors, 

proof-readers, distributors and our advertisers.  We couldn’t do it without you! 

Saranne Cessford and the Round About Team. 

Tryphena Huntingford, Jane Hancock, Denise Hunt and Alison Eland 
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What’s On:  

Function Venue Date Time 

Police Beat Surgeries  
Jubilee Hall Car 

Park 
Wed. 7 Dec. 

2.00 - 3.00 pm 

No Jan Date 

Parish Council meeting Jubilee Hall 
Mon. 12 Dec. 

Mon. 9 Jan. 

6.30 pm—all 

welcome 

Lighting of the Xmas Tree 

* bring a torch! 

St Peter’s 

churchyard 
Sat. 3 Dec. 5.30 pm 

Friendship Circle: Xmas 
sing-along 

Jubilee Hall Fri. 2 Dec. 11.00 am - 12.30 pm 

Conservation workgroup:  
Triangle tree planting 

Triangle Mon. 5 Dec. 10.00am - lunch 

Café Plus: Seasonal & 
Homemade Sale 

Jubilee Hall Sun. 11 Dec. 10.00 am - 12.30 pm 

Friendship Circle: 
Christmas Party 

Jubilee Hall Fri. 16 Dec. Fully Booked 

Budvue: The Railway 
Children Return 

Jubilee Hall Sat. 10 Dec. 
*2.00 pm matinee 

7.00 for 7.30 pm 

Christingle Service Runnington Ch. Sun. 18 Dec. 4.00 pm 

LB Window Wonderland! Langford Budville Evenings from 18 December 

Soup Lunch St Peter’s Church Tues. 20 Dec. 12.00  noon 

Christmas Holy 
Communion 

St Peter’s Church Sun. 25 Dec. 9.30 am 

Conservation Work group: 
Prep. For Jubilee Wood 

Langford Lakes 

carpark 
Mon. 2 Jan. 10.00 am - lunch 

Friendship Circle: New 
Year Coffee & Chat 

Jubilee Hall Fri. 13 Jan. 11.00 am - 12.30 pm 

Café Plus: Book & game 
swap 

Jubilee Hall Sat. 14 Jan. 10.00 am - 12.30 pm 

Jubilee Wood Planting 
Langford Lakes/

Middle Hill  Farm 

Sat. 14 Jan & 

Sun. 15 Jan 
Book a slot - see p. 5 

Sustainable Gardening 
Group 

Martlet Inn Mon. 16 Jan. 6.30 pm 

Soup Lunch St. Peter’s church Tues. 17 Jan. From 12,00 noon 

Budvue: Mrs Harris goes 
to Paris 

Jubilee Hall Sat. 21 Jan. 7.00 for 7.30 pm 

Friendship Circle: Talk by 
D. Follett, paralympian 

Jubilee Hall Fri. 27 Jan. 11.00 am - 12.30 pm 
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Budvue Cinema 

Downton Abbey: A New Era proved to be a popular film and was enjoyed by 

everyone who came. Set in 1928, it carried on the story of the life of the 

characters associated with the grand house and ran the full gamut of 

emotions. Dame Maggie Smith as the matriarch gave a stunning performance. 

In keeping with the grandeur of the setting, HMY Britannia stood in for a cross 

channel ferry. Even those who have never seen Downton Abbey before were 

captivated by the film. 

On 10 December we are showing The Railway Children Return 

with the main showing at 7.30pm as usual and also a matinee 

show at 2.00 pm when children can come for only £2.50.  

It’s 1944 and World War 2 is raging. Bobbie (Jenny Agutter), 

one of the original Railway Children but by now a 

grandmother, welcomes a group of evacuees from Salford to 

her home in Yorkshire. One day they encounter a young 

African American GI (Kenneth Aikens) who, like them, is far 

away from home, and who is hiding from the authorities. 

Those of you who saw the original film should come to see this 

latest story, you will enjoy it. 

Our Winter 2023 season starts on 21 January with the eagerly awaited Mrs Harris 

Goes To Paris. This has only just been released for licensing outside of the major 

cinema chains and is subject to confirmation. Look for more info on the Budvue 

signs and posters in the new year for the full season schedule. 

Films start at 7.30pm and still cost only £5.00 with a bar and ice-creams 

available. 

Tim Wyatt 
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News from the Villages  

Langford Budville Parish Council:  

I’m sure not everyone reads this magazine from cover to cover every month, 

but I would like you to just take the time to read our monthly update. Why? 

Because your Parish Council is always looking at ways to interact with you, and 

we want to make you aware of the good work taking place within the Parish 

thanks to a great many people. We are keen to be involved in anything 

happening in the Parish, and our articles will be a positive breakdown of what is 

going on. So, please give us your attention every month for the 3 to 4 minutes it 

will take to read this. Thank you! 

Brilliant news: our new website (langford-budville.co.uk) is now online. It’s taken 

a lot of work, and many people have been involved in putting it together. 

Without the help of parishioner Charlie Jacoby the website would not be 

available, or look as good as it does. There are still some items to be added, 

e.g. back-dated Round About magazines, but everything is in hand and the 

updates will happen over the next few months. Please take a look, and tell us 

what you think. Contact email addresses are in the back of the magazine. 

Finger Posts: Hopefully, you’ve noticed a number of fingerpost signs have been 

refurbished, and are looking good as new. A dedicated team have worked 

extremely hard to improve the look of them all. One of the more visible 

refurbished ones  is the fingerpost on the Milverton Road junction, which was in 

a terrible state of repair, but now looks like something to be proud of. The team 

have only one more fingerpost to do, which points the way to Runnington. 

Thank you to everyone involved for making this happen. When I drive around 

the surrounding parishes, it makes me proud to look and know we are the only 

parish in the wider area restoring any fingerpost signs.  

Reynolds Car Park: Some of you will know where Reynolds Car Park is situated, 

but you may not know that its upkeep is the responsibility of your Parish Council. 

Despite our funds being stretched, we have found a way of funding the new 

fencing desperately needed. We’ve had a lot of help from local residents 

Darren and Chris Wilson, and a number of parishioners are helping with 

replacing the old fence with a new one. Thank you to everyone involved.  

Jubilee Wood project: Local resident Ian Loudon has worked incredibly hard, 

with the help of the Hendy family, to instigate this. Your Parish Council are proud 

to have been involved from the beginning, and will continue to be for as long 

as Jubilee Wood exists i.e. a very long time. 

We have an ambition to make everyone proud to be living in Langford Budville 

Parish. In 2022 a large number of villagers have volunteered their time to make 

a difference. To everyone who has given up some of their precious time, 

regardless how big or small, a huge thank you from your Parish Council. 

We wish everyone a very Merry Christmas and a Happy New Year. 

Derek Sowden: Chairperson, Langford Budville Parish Council 
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Round About needs your help  

This is an urgent request from the editorial team:  we are going to need your 

help if we are to keep our little magazine going.  If you think you might be able 

to contribute to Round About in any way, please get in touch with us.  I will be 

moving to Wales next year, and we must begin succession planning.  For the 

last eight years I have, originally with Marilyn Lilley who designed the magazine, 

prepared the copy for printing every month. It requires some degree of 

computer skills as well as a good working knowledge of correct written English.  

The current team have many of these skills but we are all busy and lead 

demanding lives. We are all volunteers, and we really need more help. 

The magazine is assembled for printing in Microsoft Publisher.  For anyone who is 

familiar with the Microsoft Office family this should not be difficult to learn.  I 

should be able to train you as long as you are competent with Word/Excel/

PowerPoint etc.  And before you ask, no, we can’t do it in Word:  it simply does 

not have sufficient flexibility. Please, if you know Publisher, Photoshop (or any 

other good layout program like Adobe InDesign), and think you could help, do 

get in touch. The more people on the team the less work for each! 

We also need help with organising distribution, fetching the magazine from the 

printers, writing articles, page design and illustrations, so even if you aren’t 

particularly adept on the computer we’d love to hear from you.  

Most of the photos used over the years on the cover and inside are mine, so 

we’ll need to get input from the photographers amongst you.  We can set up a 

central file online (Dropbox or icloud) where you can post photos for the team.  

We attribute any used on the cover or in articles (but not the collage). 

Remember, people photos do require subject permission. Photos should be 

fairly high resolution, local, seasonal or topical.  For the cover they need to be 

in portrait format (or crop to that format) and preferably with a top and bottom 

section for the titles that’s not too busy.  

The Round About design has not changed in eight years so perhaps it is time for 

a new look: any ideas for this and for what should be included are very 

welcome. 

Financially, Round About is sound, with advertising income covering the cost of 

printing with a small excess for stationery and stamps. We have not raised our 

rates since we started!  

If you would like to join the Round About team, or have some suggestions for 

how Round About should continue, please in the first instance contact me, and 

try and come along to one of our planning meetings in the New Year. Different 

perspectives are very helpful and all suggestions welcome.  Thank you! 

Saranne Cessford, on behalf of the editorial team. 

Tryphena Huntingford; Jane Hancock; Denise Hunt; Ali Eland 

lbr.roundabout@gmail.com 



6 

 

Planting the Jubilee Wood 

Middle Hill Farm (Langford Lakes) 

Saturday 14th and Sunday 15th January 2023 

You will not want to miss this event! Come with family and friends at a time-slot 

of your choice. You might want to spend an hour or more and plant up to 20 

trees. Bring refreshments to share and spades to make slots for small, bareroot 

saplings. Virtually no digging involved but there will need to be tree shelters - 

ugly but essential to protect against deer and rabbits. About a quarter of these 

are biodegradable as an experiment.  

There are 600 trees and 200 shrubs to be planted, most of which we hope to 

plant on the Saturday, with Sunday morning available for those who would 

prefer that. 

It’s in a field on the Langford Lakes farm (and with the Hendy family’s close 

involvement) next to Bindon Lane, just on the left as you would leave with your 

Christmas tree. We would love it to be a whole village event involving lots of 

children who might one day say, “I planted that!” 

I have a list of about 60 potential volunteers whom I will contact just after this 

issue of Round About appears. If you think you may not be on that list and 

would like to be, please contact me. There will need to be a booking slot 

system to avoid queueing. 

Ian Loudon  ( ifloudon@googlemail.com ) 
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 Cafe Plus 
November’s Cafe Plus was all about making your own 

Christmas cards: the children of Langford Budville stole the 

show under the guidance of Ali, Juliette and Pippa. 

Meanwhile the Cafe was its usual hub for neighbours to 

catch up whilst enjoying a latté and cake. 

There will be more hand-crafted cards at December’s 

Cafe Plus on the 11th (Jubilee Hall; 10 – 12.30pm), which is a 

“free for all” sell or donate your Christmas creations: mince 

pies, Christmas gifts, Christmas decorations, cards, wreaths, 

preserves etc.  

If you have something to sell or donate just turn up on the 

day at 9.30am. We do ask you have a float and look after 

your own sales. There will also be hot chocolate and mince 

pies at the cafe in addition to the usual fare. 

January sees our first Saturday cafe on January 14th , with a 

book and games swap and play. lbcafeplus@gmail.com  

Jane Hancock 

Congratulations: 
To Richard Hutchings on completing his first 

London Marathon, and raising £1920.67 for 

Reminiscence Learning.  He is seen here 

presenting them with the cheque. 

Somerset Bus Partnership Welcomes Flat Rate Fare Proposals 
 

Somerset Bus Partnership welcomes the Government's plan to provide up to 

£60 million to enable bus operators to cap single adult bus fares at £2. The £2 

flat fare comes in from the beginning of January and will continue through to 

end March 2023. Most bus operators are expected to adopt the scheme.  

Somerset Bus Partnership will continue to work closely with Somerset County 

Council to encourage bus use and ensure implementation of the Bus Service 

Improvement Plan across the county. For more information contact us at:

 somersetbuspartnership@gmail.com  

 http://www.somersetbuspartnership.co.uk/  

https://www.facebook.com/Somerset-Bus-Partnership-105704811629827 

mailto:lbcafeplus@gmail.com
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News from the Jubilee Hall 

The Hall is pleasingly busy these months. In addition to normal weekly activities 

we have also hosted the Rotary Club of Taunton Vale with their night time 

Moonraker walk, the Friendship Circle and the Community Café in recent 

weeks. It is good to see that the school will be holding both their Christmas 

production at the Hall and an end of term disco. We will also host a wedding 

before Christmas and several children’s parties. We are closed over Christmas 

and New Year between 23rd December and 3rd January inclusively. 

A big thank you to Zenah Rowe who is stepping down from the Trustees after 

many years of service. Zenah is one of the longest serving Trustees but will 

continue to be involved with us as keyholder and barperson amongst other 

things. 

During the Winter we are working out a long-term plan for capital and 

maintenance expenditure as the Hall passes its tenth anniversary. Please feed in 

any ideas on your priorities for the Hall going forward.  We are also thinking 

about village events for next year, and would be really grateful to have your 

ideas and help.  Suggestions at this stage include live-streaming major sporting 

events, a Big Breakfast, a Dog Show, Coronation celebrations and staging a 

pantomime. 

Thanks as ever to our trustees, key holders and to those who quietly make things 

happen maintaining the hall fabric. In the last few weeks Keith Moore, Tim 

Seddon and Tim Wyatt have all spent a great deal of time fixing a diverse set of 

problems including blocked gutters, a malfunctioning thermostat, sticking doors 

and residual issues resulting from the laying of the new floor. I am also very 

grateful to Mike Grabham who in addition to treasuring, restocks Hall supplies 

and to Margaret Brown who manages bookings and many other things to do 

with the Hall. And as the year closes, renewed thanks to Rosina who keeps the 

hall clean and to Steve Care who keeps the outside space tidy. 

Happy Christmas and best wishes for 2023! 

Michael Huntingford,  on behalf of The Village Hall Trustees 
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The Jubilee Hall is an ideal venue for a wide variety of events 

including wedding receptions, parties and dances,  

shows and concerts, club and society meetings, 

fetes and community events, conferences,  

meetings and training days 

The main hall seats up to 150 theatre style, or at tables  

The comfortable committee room has seating for 36  

Large, well equipped kitchen  

Spacious foyer and cloakroom     Gravelled patio + grassed terrace 

Easy access and parking for 40+ cars     Full bar/entertainment licence 

State of the art sound and projection    High speed broadband 

For booking availability visit www.lbjubileehall.com 
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Our School 

Langford Budville Church of England Primary School is looking for 

people in the Community to become School Governors. 

As a governor you will be a volunteer who makes a vital contribution to the 

success of the school. We invite applications from anyone who is interested in 

helping the school be the best it can be, and full training and support is 

available.  

We are looking for someone who can attend approximately ten full governing 

body meetings per year.  Meetings are held in school, usually on Tuesday 

evenings from around 6pm to 8pm. Governors also spend time in school during 

the day (around two morning or afternoon visits per term). 

School governors have three main roles. 

• Governors ensure clarity of vision, ethos and strategic direction. 

The governing body helps to set long-term plans for the school, decide 

where improvements need to be made and how to make them. 

• Governors hold the headteacher to account for the educational 

performance of the school and the effective and efficient performance 

management of staff. The governing body looks at the quality of 

education being offered and ensures the head is doing everything 

possible to improve results. 

• Governors oversee the financial performance of the school and make 

sure its money is well spent. Governors examine budgets and spending 

proposals to monitor whether the school is getting value for money and 

ensure the money is spent in the right areas. 

You must be 18 or over to apply and all governors must have Disclosure and 

Barring Service (DBS) checks. 

If you would like to find out more, you are welcome to have an informal chat 

with Bettina Walker, the Clerk to the Governing Body, who can be contacted 

at bewalker@huish.education or via the school office. 

Helen Morley: Executive Head Teacher 

Langford Budville Church of England Primary School. 

 

LANGFORD BUDVILLE COMMUNITY FUND 
If you’d like to do something for the social, environmental or cultural benefit of 

the parish and its people, please ask the Community Fund for support. 

Administered by representatives from the Parish Council and Jubilee Hall, the 

Community Fund has been designed to help new ideas get off the ground. 

Usual awards will be up to £100 and your request will be decided on quickly. 

Full details can be found on the parish website, or you can email 

LBCommunityFund@Tutanota.com 
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Langford Budville Community Fund 

The new Community Fund has been started from profit made from 

previous community events, such as fetes gone by and the recent 

Jubilee activities.   

It can be used to initiate similar events or completely different activities: there 

is no need for them to be money-making but they must be of benefit to the 

whole community.  Activities that become regular, such as Café Plus or a new 

club, can return any profits to the Fund to support future ideas.  A parish 

treasure hunt or recycling point are examples of one-off expenditures.  

Don’t let a shortage of finance be a reason for your idea not to 

blossom. Make things happen in the Parish and then inspire others by 

writing it up for Round About magazine! 

Friendship Circle 

We had a quiz set by Roger Orme, during our coffee and chat on 

October 7th with a good mix of questions; no-one scored 100%! 

We had another very well attended meeting on October 21st. Kay Townsend’s 

talk on her connection to life in the fairground world was very informative, 

amusing and at times shocking. She concentrated mainly on the themes of freak 

shows, the wall of death and flea circuses and how they developed from 

Medieval times to the present with their heyday during the Victorian period. A 

lion riding a motorcycle on the wall of death and a film of a flea circus in action 

were perhaps some of the highlights. She has many other subjects in her 

repertoire so she may be back to entertain us again.  

The Christmas shopping trip to Cardiff was popular and we were very lucky that 

the weather stayed dry whilst we were there where some shopping, sightseeing 

and eating ensued! 

The next meetings are: 

2nd December - Christmas singalong with Gibby Swain 

16th December - Christmas Party (fully booked)   

13th January - Happy New Year coffee & chat 

27th January - Talk by David Follet: Paralympian 

10th February - Valentine’s Coffee & Chat 

 

All the above meetings 11.00 am  - 12.30 pm in the Jubilee Hall (unless otherwise 

stated). The £2 entry includes one raffle ticket 

Pam Farr/ Barbara Hughes 
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Greener Langford Budville: Ways forward 

About 40 people came to the Jubilee Hall to learn more about the recent 

Biodiversity and Low-Carbon Travel studies and to discuss how to take initiatives 

forward to practical plans.  We were delighted that Anita Roy from Transition 

Town Wellington chaired the discussion.  Councillor David Mansell from 

Wiveliscombe and Nick Girone-Maddocks also attended, and contributed to 

the discussion on reducing our carbon footprints following a presentation on the 

topic by Ian Loudon.  The information in this article is focussed on enabling you 

to find out more on the topics and whom to contact to get involved.  All the 

reports are on the new Parish website – langford-budville.co.uk 

A safe cycle-way to Wellington 

Juliet Shrimpton has led the drive to enable us to get out of our cars safely.  The 

Somerset County Council grant to travel consultants has resulted in a preferred 

potential cycle route using the road from the triangle to Runnington together 

with a new cycle path adjacent to the B3187 from Runnington junction to 

Tonedale.  The estimated cost was £310k (2022) with the bulk of that money 

required for the dedicated offroad path.  The big issues are around 

management of vehicles to make the Runnington road safe and making sure 

that diverted traffic does not make existing problem areas in the parish worse.  

The report has already been distributed to local councils to help pursue funding 

and maintain support for necessary Highways inputs.  However, there is still 

plenty to do locally to ensure the best and quickest outcomes to make a safe 

route to Wellington from Langford Budville for cyclists and walkers.  Signage, 

traffic calming measures, speed limits and car sharing were all discussed as 

potential contributions to positive change.  Please contact Juliet to join the 

group making this happen – julietlbpc@gmail.com.   

Biodiversity audit – maximising our potential 

The report that Hannah Montag presented is rich with parish maps illustrating 

every possible aspect of our natural world and how we are interacting with it.  

Key positive points were the substantial percentage of 

ancient woodland within the parish and the healthy 

state of the River Tone (at least up to Wellington).  

There is great potential to collectively manage 

the land and water resources to improve 

connectivity. There are also easy wins that 

could have a significant positive impact, such 

as reducing light brightness around the church 

and Swifts.  Bats and reptiles are doing quite 

well in the parish but hedgehogs and many 

bird species are struggling.  There is a good 

opportunity for anyone interested in observing 

particular species or habitats, such as orchards. 

The new Community Fund could be accessed to 
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add to the Library of Things if that were needed.  Citizen science has great 

potential here.  You can find like-minded parishioners at the Greener LB groups 

already meeting regularly and access support for new initiatives.  Please share if 

you have any contacts with other local wildlife groups.   

Reducing our carbon footprint 

Ian Loudon produced some very thought-provoking slides comparing our 

average household carbon footprint with that of nearby communities and the 

national average.  We fare very poorly (160% national average) primarily 

because we have no mains gas, no shops and are relatively prosperous and 

thus consume more than most.  A personal carbon calculator can be useful to 

assess the impact of changing life-style choices but the relative change is more 

informative than the actual number. 

Improving our leaky housing would be a good start, as would generating more 

renewable electricity.  The information on what to do in your own house is 

available (Centre for Alternative Technology, Centre for Sustainable Energy) but 

voluminous and confusing.  We could do with a retrofit co-ordinator: is anyone 

interested in that role?  Transition Town Wellington would be interested in running 

a shared “warm room” with accessible information on this topic.  Nick Girone-

Maddocks was great at explaining the current EPC (Energy Performance 

Certificate) system needed as part of house sales, which focusses on energy use 

and heat retention. Did you know current building regulations require 30cm of 

loft insulation?   

The Jubilee Hall will be revisiting energy generation.  I would be interested in 

being part of a group to help with house retrofitting, something in which 

Councillor David Mansell has considerable experience.  Please get in touch. The 

meeting ended with the distribution of the very generous raffle prizes.  Clair Care 

won a free EPC assessment. Hannah won £100 towards retrofitting, Louise 

Bancroft the White Post lunch and Tim Dyer the box of locally grown goodies. 

Tryphena Huntingford 

Conservation and Wildlife 

The conservation volunteers meet on the first Monday of the month, and work 

on various projects all of which aim to support wildlife and encourage 

biodiversity within the Parish and beyond.  They always welcome new faces and 

anyone interested should contact Ian Loudon, email below. 

On Monday 5 December the conservation volunteers will meet on the Triangle 

to plant sapling trees to replace those lost to Ash Die-back disease.  On Monday 

January 2, we’ll be preparing the ground for the Jubilee Tree planting. Meet at 

Langford Lakes carpark. 

Ian Loudon (ifloudon@googlemail.com) 
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Local Family Run 
Christmas Tree Farm  
set in the heart of rural 

Somerset 

Call us on 01823 400476 or visit www.langfordlakes.co.uk 

LANGFORD LAKES 

Green Fingers: Growing Trees 
Reg Hendy and his family have a long history of active support for the 

community of Langford Budville, including long-term sponsorship of the “Green 

Fingers” page of Round About.  With the new Jubilee Wood to be planted on 

their land at Middle Hill Farm in January, it seemed a good time to celebrate this. 

Reg comes from a Somerset farming family. He and Ann moved to Middle Hill 

Farm in 1971, starting out with only 20 acres.  As an agricultural engineer, 

repairing tractors and agricultural machinery was an important part of Reg’s 

business.  The farm has always been run innovatively with an eye to imaginative 

diversification.  The five acres of ponds (Langford Lakes) were originally dug 

between 1980 and 2000 to provide irrigation water for potatoes to enable them 

to be grown to a standard baked potato size.  Sheds were insulated and 

modified to store potatoes in a controlled environment.  With the move away 

from potatoes, the lakes were used for carp fishing for some years and are now 

part of the attraction of holidaying in new lodges on the farm. 

Forestry was always attractive to Reg, so growing Christmas trees was a natural 

transition: planting started in 1991 with first sales in 1999.  The 40-acre Christmas 

Tree Farm is now well known and has made buying the annual tree into a fun 

outing. There is a delightful Christmas shop at the farm, and the drive out is 

beautiful as it wends its way through the Christmas trees and through some 

indigenous woodland along the stream.  The combination of the ponds, forestry 

and regenerative farming has made the farm into a wildlife haven.  Roe deer 

occasionally eat the trees but the birds, fungi, reptiles and otters etc that are 

observed through the year more than make up for any damage. 

Langford Lakes is very much a family business 

employing the skills of many different members: Reg 

regards himself as just the “oldest member of the 

team”. The business has 25 local employees over the 

Christmas period and Reg would welcome more 

locally-made crafts to sell in the shop.  He remains 

interested in innovation that keeps our community 

strong and diverse. 

Tryphena Huntingford 
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Langford Ladies - Antarctica 
Our November meeting was opened to all-comers as we knew the subject was 

of wide interest: Saranne gave the 30 or so attendees a richly illustrated talk of 

her cruise taken 10 years ago in Antarctica.   

The excellent cruise organisation meant the passengers could enjoy 

extraordinary proximity to the very rich wildlife of the icy south. From the off, the 

ship was trailed by a variety of sea birds including several albatross species with 

up to 11ft wingspans.  The Falklands, South Georgia and the Antarctic peninsula 

between them host many species of penguin, seals and sea-lions, whales and 

sea birds.  We saw King penguin colonies with over 100 000 birds stretching into 

the distance above huge numbers of elephant seal, and rock-hopper penguins 

nesting in amongst albatross nurseries.  A particular Attenborough-like highlight 

was a pod of orcas coordinating their manoeuvres to unseat a leopard seal 

(unsuccessfully).   

The geology information was fascinating with photos of “stone runs”, double 

folded valleys and a taster of the plate tectonics and their connections with 

the geology of South America and southern Africa.  Saranne’s introduction to 

the vocabulary of icebergs and floes and the wild weather of the Antarctic 

was also very informative: katabatic winds up to 200mph and a continent that 

holds about 75% of the world’s fresh water. The cruise followed parts of 

Shackleton’s historic journey and the challenges he faced and thus reminded 

us why he is held in such awe.  (Saranne managed to get her kayak stuck in the 

ice too!)  An extraordinary, unforgiving and mesmerising continent. 

The next meeting will be a 

Christmas supper at Harpford Farm 

on December 14. 

Details to follow by email.  The 

January planning meeting will take 

place on Wednesday  16 January, 

Venue to be decided: details will 

be circulated by email.   

Tryphena Huntingford 

 

Black-browed Albatross &  

Rockhopper Penguins share a roost. 

Antarctic Sound aka Iceberg Alley 
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Seasonal Treats - Christmas Sprouts 

Christmas Sprouts with Chestnuts and Bacon 

Chestnuts make a great accompaniment to Brussel sprouts. If you then add a bit 

of bacon too, even the most hardened Brussel sprout critics will be spooning 

them onto their plates.  

If you are an experienced forager, you can gather your own chestnuts – there is 

an abundance at the moment due to it being another mast year. Otherwise, 

you can buy them, frozen, vacuum packed or fresh in their shells. If you buy fresh 

ones, soak them in water for an hour or 

two for easy peeling and roast for 25 

mins at 200˚C (cut the shell down one 

side first to prevent them exploding). 

Let them cool, remove their shells and 

continue with the following recipe. 

Recipe  

Ingredients  

1 kg Brussel sprouts trimmed 

6 rashers of smoked streaky bacon cut 

into bite-size pieces 

200 g chestnuts 

50 g of butter 

 

Method  

Bring a large pan of salted water to the boil, add the Brussel sprouts and cook for 

five minutes, drain and run under cold water. 

Heat a large frying pan, add the bacon pieces and gently fry for 10 minutes until 

crisp. Take the bacon out of the pan and leave the fat behind. Add the 

chestnuts and fry over a high heat for about five minutes until tender, stirring 

occasionally. Remove and set aside. 

Add the Brussels sprouts to the pan with a splash of water, cover and finish 

cooking over a medium heat for five minutes stirring now and again. 

Uncover, turn up the heat and add most of the 50g of butter and sauté for two 

minutes. Tip in the bacon and chestnuts, season, add the last knob of butter, 

serve and enjoy. 

Jane Hancock 
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Living Well: Working At Home 

Feeling Sluggish, 

Stressed & Tired? 

Think routine, rest & Self 

care 

Try some of these tips so 

you can live well whilst 

working at home 

 

Exercise 
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Langford Heathfield Nature Reserve:  

Ash dieback safety works 
As I’m sure many of you are aware the UK’s ash trees are very sadly being 

attacked by ash dieback disease. This fungal disease arrived from the 

continent a few years ago and is now widespread in our ash trees. The current 

advice from the Forestry Commission suggests that this disease will kill the 

majority of our ash in the next 10 to 15 years, with only 1 to 5% surviving. If this 

prediction proves to be correct our woodlands and countryside will look very 

different in a couple of decades time. 

The Somerset Wildlife Trust policy is to try and retain as many ash as possible, as 

it is highly likely that even the few trees that survive will show symptoms, with 

dying branches etc. Unless there is a clear health and safety risk, we will not be 

routinely felling diseased trees. Unfortunately, many ash trees at Langford 

Heathfield, including some very large ones, are alongside the roads and paths, 

and these will have to be felled as many are showing signs of the disease.  

This is not work that the Trust wishes to do, it is expensive, difficult and 

ecologically damaging, but in order to ensure public safety we have no 

choice. Across the County felling diseased ash is likely to cost us around 

£600,000 

This ongoing safety work will continue this winter, with trees being felled in 

many areas where they are next to roads, paths and adjacent properties. The 

bulk of the felling will be at the southern end of the reserve alongside the road 

from the Bindon Farm entrance down towards White Post Nursery and also 

alongside the public footpath down towards The Cottage. At times the short 

nature trail within the reserve will have to be closed to allow some of the felling 

to take place. 

The ash tree on the Two Ashes triangle will also have to be felled as it is now 

showing significant signs of the disease. This will be replaced by 2 or 3 oak 

saplings grown from acorns collected on the reserve two years ago: they will 

be planted by children from Langford Budville Primary School. 

Very occasionally trees other than ash will also need to be felled, for example 

where an oak tree with significant rot at the base is growing just behind a 

group of roadside ash it will need to be felled at the same time as the ash, as 

without the ash to prevent it falling onto the road it represents a significant risk. 

In order to try and retain as many ash trees as possible within the reserve we 

will only be felling diseased trees adjacent to the main managed paths which 

are marked on the information panels. We strongly advise visitors to stick to 

these paths and avoid the woodland areas entirely during windy weather. 

If you would like any further information about this work, please contact me on 

my email: david.northcotewright@somersetwildlife.org or phone the Somerset 

Wildlife Trust on 01823 652400. 

David Northcote-Wright 

Senior Reserves Manager West Somerset and Blackdowns 
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Date Langford Budville Runnington 

Sunday 4 December 11.00 am Holy Communion Join Langford 

Sunday 11 December Join Runnington 10.30 am Lay-led Service 

Sunday  18 December No Service 4.00 pm Christingle Service 

Sunday 25 December 
Christmas Day 

9.30 am Christmas Holy 
Communion Service 

Join Langford Budville 

Sunday 1 January  11.00 am Holy Communion  Join Langford Budville 

Sunday 8 January Join Runnington 10.30 am Lay-led Service 

Sunday  15 January No Service No Service 

Sunday 22 January Join Runnington 9.00 am Holy Communion 

Sunday 29 January 
5th Sunday 

Join Runnington 
10.30 am East Group Joint 
Holy Communion Service 

News from the Churches 
Church Services Rota 

Readings on Pew Sheets 

East Group church contact: Revd Alan Ellacott—01823 669824 

Interim Team Rector: Martin Kirkbride 01823 400127 

Parish Office phone number: 01823 665254 (leave a message):  

  email: stjohns.wellington@googlemail.com 

Benefice Mid-week Holy Communion BCP are held every Thursday at 10.00 am 

at St Johns Wellington. 

Warm Spaces update 

Mondays: Foodbank: Open for an extra hour. Times: 1pm - 3pm. Soup & a Roll. 

Wednesday: All Saints, Rockwell Green. Times: 12 pm and 5 pm. 

Thursday:  The Refuge@the Baptist 9.30 am - 7 pm . Lunch & evening meal . Full 

details on the web site : www.wellyrefuge.co.uk 

Foodbank: Open for an extra hour. Times : 1pm - 3pm. Hot Drinks & Biscuits 

Fridays: St John's. Times 10 am - 12pm. 

http://www.wellyrefuge.co.uk/
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News from Runnington Church 

The evening with Nick Girone-Maddocks and his Band on 4th November was a 

huge success, and a full church enjoyed a wide range of music as well as 

refreshments. The icing on the cake was that the evening raised over £300 for 

the Wellington Foodbank. Huge thanks go to Nick and Layla for putting it all 

together. 

Our December services will be a lay-led Morning Worship at 

10.30 am on 11th December, and our Christingle Service, 

complete with oranges, sweets and candles, on 18th 

December at 4.00 pm. We will be joining Langford for their 9.30 

am Holy Communion service on Christmas Day. For nearby 

carol services, there are Thorne St Margaret's in Thorne Manor 

barn (with John Young directing choir, and refreshments) at 7.00 

pm on 19th December, and Bradford on Tone's Epiphany carols (with John 

Young, again, directing 

In Ecclesia as choir) at 

4.00 pm on 8th 

January. 

Runnington's January 

services will be 10.30 

am lay-led Morning 

Worship on the second 

Sunday, 8th January, 

and 9.00 am Holy 

Communion on the 

fourth Sunday, 22nd 

January. 

John Houghton 

Open Door is a local charity providing a day centre for people who are 

homeless and sleeping rough, including those in our rural areas. Our 

organisation was set up by local churches 20 years ago and retains a strong 

support from churches and schools in and around Taunton. https://

www.tauntonopendoor.org.uk/news/ 

Foodbank: The Foodbank will also be opening as a Drop in Centre during 

normal opening hours 1.30 - 2.30 pm, where coffee and cake will be provided 

free of charge. So if you know of anyone who might be interested, please let 

them know. Steve Jenkins is now a Foodbank Trustee for Wellington.  Pastor 

Steve Jenkins.   Tel:  01823 665622  Mob 07740 555105 

https://www.tauntonopendoor.org.uk/news/
https://www.tauntonopendoor.org.uk/news/
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Notes from St Peters  

Our November Soup Lunch was a great 

success: we were treated to a selection of three 

delicious soups followed by a pear and almond 

tart. In December on the 20th we will be holding 

our Christmas Soup Lunch including seasonal 

goodies and a Christmas Hamper in the Raffle 

and we look forward to welcoming you.   

The Christmas Tree Lighting in the Churchyard is 

on December 3rd and will be lit by the winners of 

the Children’s Competition at about 5.30 pm 

followed by  carol singing, mince pies and 

mulled wine or hot chocolate. The Tree has 

been kindly donated by the Christmas Tree 

Farm.  

The School are holding their end of term Christmas Service at 2.30 on 

December 15th.  Our Christmas Day Service is at 9.30 am on Christmas morning 

and 2023 commences with our usual Communion Service on January 1st at 

11am followed by coffee. 

The construction of the toilet building has been held up by the weather but we 

hope that the building will be up shortly and this project by the Friends of the 

Church will soon be completed.  Quotes are being obtained for the 

replacement of the back gate which was damaged beyond repair by the 

recent weather.    

Sarah Nutt 

St Peter’s Café 
Soup Lunches 

Third Tuesday of the month 

St Peter’s church 

12.00 - 2.00 pm 

Come and enjoy a warming 
bowl of soup and a delicious 

pudding, among good friends. 

The Friends of St Peter’s Church,  

Langford Budville, invite you to  

The Annual Lighting up of the Christmas Tree 
 Saturday 3 December 2022, 5.30 pm  

in the churchyard. 

Bring A torch! 

Winners of the children’s competition will get to turn on the lights.  

Carols, mince pies, nibbles and mulled wine in the church afterwards. 

Refreshments - Adults £5.00, children £1.00. 

Details of the children’s competition to follow  

Christmas Tree kindly donated by  

Langford Lakes Christmas Tree Farm.  



22 

 

Young Buddies  

Dressing the part! 

Answers p. 24 
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YOGA 
the Iyengar way 

 

Langford Budville Hall 

Thursday 10.00-11.30 

Tuesday 6.00-7.30 pm 

To book contact  
Jackie Douglas 

jacquelinedouglas@hotmail.com 

Strictly Dancercise 

      Fridays 09.30 – 10.30am 

               Langford Budville Jubilee Hall 

‘Dancing is a whole-body workout that's actually fun. It's 

good for your heart, it makes you stronger, and it can help 

with balance and coordination. A 30-minute dance class burns 

between 130 and 250 calories, about the same as jogging.’ 

I pinched this quote from the internet as it sums up the positives of the physical 

side of dancing and doesn’t even mention the sheer pleasure of moving to great 

music. 

Dance complements other forms of exercise such as yoga and pilates, swimming 

and jogging.  This class is not high impact but it can be aerobic if you choose to do 

steps more energetically. Follow me through the steps and if you get them wrong, 

who cares – at least you’re moving!   It works all muscle groups to keep you 

flexible and in good shape.  So come and try The Time Warp, African dance, a 

quick Charleston or a jive.  Bring water and a mat for stretches at the end. 

First session free, then £6 pay as you go 

Linda@holcomberogus.com 

Self-Employed Practical 

Multiskilled Engineer,  

on paternity break,  

available for local work. 

Tree & Shrub pruning / removal 

Hedge laying, Ground clearance 

Computing, Design work, Analysis, 

Fixing stuff 

Problem solving, Sustainability advice 

Hourly charge - rate dependent on 

complexity 

Very practical, extensive 

qualifications & experience 

Local references available 

timdyer2@hotmail.com 

07759878291 
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BUILDER 

ALBY ANDERSON 

A friendly self-employed, multi-skilled 

builder with 25 years experience 

No job too small  

References available on request. 
07778 842752 

albykiwi@gmail.com 
Fursdons, Langford Budville, Wellington, Somerset, TA21 0QX 

Young Buddies  
Christmas Crossword Answers 

Across 

1 Father Christmas 

6 Noel 

7 Sleigh 

8 Holly 

10 Tree 

11 Ivy 

12 Red 

14 Card 

15 Eve 

16 Blitzen 

17 Donkey 

21 Mince Pies 

22 Silent 

23 Star 

  

Down 

1 Frosty 

2 Toys 

3 Elves 

4 Shepherd 

5 Angel 

9 Gifts 

13 December 

16 Baubles 

18 Carol 

19 Comet 

20 Kings 
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TGF  
PLASTERING 

 

 

 

 
CALL ON 07717 413 239 

QUICK, CLEAN AND 

PROFESSIONAL SERVICE 

ALL ASPECTS UNDERTAKEN 

FIND US ON FACEBOOK 
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Gutter, Fascia & Patio cleaning 

Conservatories and Solar panels 

Traditional Service:  

30 years  experience 

Paul & Tim Smale 

Domestic and Commercial 

Free Estimates: discounts for O.A.Ps 

Tel: 01823 461446 

Email: squeegee.bucket@outlook.com 

 
JANET MORRIS 

Freelance 
Hairdresser 

Gents, Ladies & 
Children 

For appointment or 
consultation please call 

01823 660191 
07768 648244 

Mariah Payne 
Lady Painter & Decorator  
with 20 Years’ Experience 

 
Free 
Estimates 
Given 
 
 

Quality 
Workmanship 

Interior & Exterior  

Paintwork, Wallpapering  

& Tiling   
Mob: 07776 423418 

Stallards, Standle, Wellington,  
Somerset TA21 9NJ 

ANDREW LOVELL 
Chimney Sweep 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Clean and Efficient  

07946 303905 
23 Spring Gardens 

Wiveliscombe 

TA4 2LQ 
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cakes Jackies cakes 
Email – jackiescakes@icloud.com 
Tel – 01823 672817 
Mobile – 07866 125061 

Jackie’s cakes      

& catering 

Delicious, fresh, home cooked cakes. Bespoke for all occasions; 
weddings, christenings, birthdays, celebrations - or just because you’re 
worth it!  

Catering for funerals; Buffets for 20-200 people, from setting the table 
and chairs to the washing up, saving you time to spend with family, 
friends or guests on a busy day. 

Scones freshly cooked for an afternoon cream tea.  
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Community Contacts    

Parish Council 
Chairperson Derek Sowden dereksowden@hotmail.com 

 Juliet Shrimpton julietlbpc@gmail.com 

 Theresa Jacoby tmbjacoby@gmail.com 

 Will McFadzean  

Parish Clerk Helen Chadwick langfordbudvillepc@gmail.com 

Churches 

Team Vicar The Rev Alan Ellacott 01823 669824 

rev.aellacott1969@btinternet.com 

Church Contacts     

Langford Budville  

Church warden 

Lyn Wyatt 01823 400245 

lynwyatt1950@gmail.com 

Runnington 

Church Wardens 

John Houghton 01823 661323 

Michael Huntingford mhuntingford@zcmarine.co.uk 
01823 672717  

Jubilee Hall 

Chairman Michael Huntingford mhuntingford@zcmarine.co.uk 
01823 672717  

Vice Chairman Andy Pritchard Pritchard.family2@btopenworld.com 

Secretary  Fiona Barber fionabarber40@hotmail.com 

Treasurer Mike Grabham  

Booking enquiries  www.lbjubileehall.com 

Primary School 

 Executive Head 

Teacher 

Helen Morley 01823 400483 

langfordbudville@educ.somerset.gov.uk 

Police 

Beat Officers 

Tel: 101 Crime  

recording 

999 Emergencies 

PCSO Vicky 

Henderson 

Victoria.Henderson@avonandsomerset. 

police.uk    tel:   07889 655302 

PCSO  Louise Fyne  

6945 

Tel: 07889 659476 

Jubilee Hall Website: www.lbjubileehall.com 

Greener Langford Budville team: www.greenerlangfordbudville.com 

Village Agent (Somerset RCC) Elaine Gardner: elaineg@somersetrcc.org.uk 

Round About Magazine; lbr.roundabout@gmail.com 
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DEEJAY SECURITIES 

LIMITED 
burglar alarms - cctv 

beams - door access 

Stallards 

Standle 

Wellington 

Somerset 

TA21 9NJ 

Office tel: 01823 663 821 

email: info@deejaysecurities.co.uk 

www.deejaysecurities.co.uk 

JULIAN JONES 

07711 567736 
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Local Transport Services 

Somerset County Council has launched a traffic and travel website 

which provides live updates from the Council’s traffic control team. 

www.travelsomerset.co.uk 

Slinky Bus 

 Anyone in Langford Budville can use the bus.  It is free for those with a bus 

pass and a reasonable fare will be charged for everyone else. 

 To use the bus you must register in advance.  Download a form from: 

www.movingsomersetforward.co.uk/public-transport/slinky-services-demand-

responsive-transport or call  01823 331266.  

 To use the bus you have to book a place at least 24 hours and up to 14 days 

in advance.  Bookings can be made between 9.30-3.30, Monday to Friday by 

calling 01823 331266.  

 The Slinky bus will make up to three return journeys  a day at approximate 

times to Wellington and once to *MPH. When you make your booking, check 

the current times which can change.  

*There will be an extension to and from Musgrove Park Hospital on Monday, 

Wednesday and Friday for those who cannot use conventional buses. 

¨   It isn’t possible to just turn up at a bus stop and board. 

Any problems, ring 0300 123 2224 or email transport@somerset.gov.uk. 
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Magazine Information 

Editorial team:  Saranne Cessford & Tryphena Huntingford - joint editors 

Denise Hunt - Treasurer; Jane Hancock; Alison Eland. 

To contact us please email:  lbr.roundabout@gmail.com heading your 

email:  Articles, Feedback, Advertising, Small Ads, etc. 

Our final copy dates: 

Round About: 

February March edition  19 January 

April/May edition 19 March 

Round About in Brief:   

No January edition 

March edition 22 February 

Cover photograph: Anais at the Christmas Tree Farm: photo Tryphena 

Huntingford 

This issue of Round About printed by Character Graphics:  

www.charactergraphics.co.uk 

Advertising Rates 

This magazine is distributed free of charge to around 300 households in 

and around the villages of Langford Budville and Runnington. 

Sponsorship of articles for a 1 year, six edition period is also available, as 

well as special rates for charitable and non-commercial advertising.   

Small Ads - Non commercial 

For Sale items: 

Under £10:  up to 4 lines free; additional lines £1.00 each. 

Over £10: 50p a line for first 4 lines, additional lines £1.00 each.   

Wanted items: £1.00 per 2 lines. 

Contact us at lbr.roundabout@gmail.com to discuss your requirements. 

6 editions 1 edition 
Commercial 

Mono Colour Mono 

¼ page £30.00 na £7.00 

½ page £60.00 £100.00 £13.00 

A5 page £100.00 £200.00 £25.00 



    
  

01823 400324   07710 618892 
Little Pippins, Langford Budville, Wellington 

Somerset TA21 0RD 

sean.a.reeves@hotmail.co.uk 

Runnington Cider Barn  
Rent West Apartment for business or holiday 
Come and stay in our lovely beamed Barn, full of character  

in peaceful hamlet near River Tone. 
Wonderful, peaceful, sunny, uplifting atmosphere. 

West Apartment is on the ground floor of Cider Barn 
We are surrounded by footpaths, and you can walk to excellent local cafes  

or the Martlet Inn 
Come and chat to me about it 

Louise Bancroft - 01823 665533/07835 960704 
Anna.louise951@gmail.com 

www.runningtonciderbarn.co.uk 




